2022 Justice Festival Program: Breakout Sessions
Breakout Session 1: 10:45 – 11:45 am
A) Appalachian Art and Long Environmentalism
Dr. Julia Finch, Associate Professor of Art History
ADUC room 311
In long environmentalism, as defined by Subhankar Banerjee, Professor of Art and
Ecology at the University of New Mexico, we recognize the places as alive, as life, for
both human and nonhuman populations, and that natural places can benefit from the
creative production of human communities. Through long-term environmental
actions and justice engagements that last over decades and even generations, human
communities and ideas, once considered marginal to a deep ecological view that
focuses on the preservation of untouched spaces, have become essential to the
landscape. Banerjee, an artist, activist, and art critic, suggests that Inuit art, for
example, can be engaged with through an ecocritical lens: the natural materials
which comprise the art, the traditional carving methods, and the multiple species
represented in the art celebrate local ecologies while at the same time highlighting
the disintegration of the ecological fabric through extractive capitalist practices.
I propose that art and writing of Appalachian Kentucky, both traditional and
contemporary, can also be viewed through an ecocritical lens, and that these art
forms are an example of a long-term engagement with the land in which human and
nonhuman populations coexist without destructive impingement on local ecologies.
I suggest that anyone living off of the land, living with the land, while creating in
harmony with the land, is an environmental artist—and that includes folk artists or
intuitive artists from Kentucky and more broadly from the Appalachian region.
Appalachian artists’ connection to nature leads them to respond to outside capitalist
interests that threaten local ecological balances through activism and artistic
interventions. Without knowing it or labeling it as such, Appalachian artists have
been ecological activists for generations; a strong foundation that indicates a future
where artists will lead the way on climate change.
B) Charity vs. Justice: A Failed Attempt at Sponsoring Displaced Ukrainians
Dr. Sylvia Henneberg, Professor of English and Interim Dean, Caudill College of Arts, Humanities
and Social Sciences
ADUC room 321
In April 2022, the Biden administration established a program that allows Americans to sponsor
Ukrainian refugees and have them temporarily stay in the United States under a system known
as humanitarian parole. Most people who reside legally in the United States — including green

card holders and other immigrants — have since been able to apply to sponsor Ukrainian
migrants, as long as they can prove their financial ability to support such individuals in distress.
This presentation describes the steps that must be taken in order to become a sponsor, and it
highlights the obstacles one may encounter and that I did encounter. I will share the lessons I
learned along the way because they are helpful in identifying things I (and others) can do even
if, in the end, one is not able to commit to full sponsorship. My experience, especially when
compared to similar efforts at sponsorship taking place in Europe, also serves to highlight the
limitations of private, individual charity and the imperative we all face to concentrate our
efforts on advocating for systemic, institutionalized social justice over a haphazard collection of
charitable gestures made—and easily withdrawn—by individuals.
C) Using Experiential Learning to Increase Social Empathy and Understanding of
Poverty
Becky Davison, MSW, Social Work Program Director and Instructor
ADUC room 329
This presentation will explore the intersection of social work, education, and poverty within the
context of experiential learning and social empathy. Social empathy is defined as “the ability to
understand people by perceiving or experiencing their life situations and as a result gain insight
into structural inequalities and disparities” (Segal, 2011, pp. 266-267). Segal (2018) argues that
social empathy can be developed through basic exposure + explanation + authentic experience.
This aligns well with experiential learning because it provides an opportunity to become more
self-aware and reflective learners (Kolb, 1984).
The poverty simulation is a great example of this pedagogical approach. The Community Action
Poverty Simulation (CAPS) developed by the Missouri Community Action Network (n.d.),
requires participants to “live” in poverty for a month with separate 15-minute sessions
representing each of the 4 weeks of the month. Participants are assigned a role to play in the
simulation and must work with their designated families to interact with community agencies
and ensure they “survive” the month by paying bills, working, caring for children, and having
enough food.
The presenter will share current research on the impact of a poverty simulation experience on
educators in a high poverty school district in Eastern Kentucky. The researcher explores two
research questions: 1) How does the poverty simulation experience affect educators’ social
empathy levels? and 2) Does the poverty simulation experience impact educational practice? If
so, how?
Breakout Session 2: 1:30 – 2:30 pm
A) “‘A Cleaner Planet.’ For Me, but not for Thee.”

Dr. Douglas Mock, Assistant Professor of Politics
ADUC room 321
The United States has made major strides in environmental quality since the 1960’s, largely as a
consequence of comprehensive federal legislation that had been previously been lacking. By
any objective standard, we have cleaner air, cleaner water, and a safer infrastructure.
Notwithstanding these advances, concerns of environmental justice remain. Environmental
quality has advanced, but not uniformly. As social and environmental scientists have recognized
for decades, low-income and minority communities are far more likely to bear the brunt of
environmental degradation. Issues of water and air quality, as well as federal and state
responses to environmental concerns disproportionately affect low-income and minority
communities and progress on this front has lagged behind the leading indicator of better
overall environmental quality. This is largely due, so this paper will argue, to a mismatch
between environmental laws and regulations and the need to ensure that all communities
benefit from the otherwise effective governmental concern with environmental quality.
Specifically, environmental control in the United States has emphasized federalism and marketbased solutions, such as cap-and-trade, the success of which are typically measured by overall
increases in that environmental quality, without consideration to how those benefits might be
concentrated in some areas while lacking in others. Moreover, environmental law has relied
heavily on administrative regulations, rather than statutory action. The results have included
“standing” issues in the legal enforcement of those regulations, and widely divergent
approaches depending on the particular presidential administration in power. This paper
proposes a way forward.
B) Déjà vu and the History of Immigration Law
David Grise, Assistant Professor of Legal Studies
ADUC room 329
Today’s arguments opposing the admission of immigrants to the United States have deep roots
in the American past. Even before the US gained its independence, limits on immigration were
proposed to ensure homogeneity and to keep out “undesirables.” Distinctions were made
based on ethnicity, religion, language and race. Vague but alarming generalities were used to
solicit political support for restricted admission. The catastrophes prophesied by immigration
opponents did not come to pass when Germans, Irish, Jewish, Greek and Italian immigrants
were admitted. What might our response be to arguments made that admission of Hispanic,
Caribbean and Arab immigrants will bring about the downfall of America?
C) Issues of Justice and Equity in Special Education: Labels, Language, and Problems
with the Medical Model of Disability
Dr. Joseph Casey Cosgriff, Visiting Assistant Professor of Education, and Suzannah ChapmanJohnson, Instructor of Education
ADUC room 311

Disability is a natural part of humanity and should be acknowledged, even celebrated by society
as an acceptable alternative way of being and living in the world. Unfortunately, like many
other groups who deserve justice, people with disabilities have not been and continue to not
often be treated fairly within our society. Historically, this has resulted in a long period of
isolation and exclusion for people with disabilities. Ironically, the group who comprise one of
the largest minorities, was also one of the last groups to receive equal treatment under the law.
The law may have slowed some discrimination and exclusion but it has not put an end to
derogatory treatment, and name-calling that often occur in response to perceived differences.
The integration of people with disabilities into society continues to be an issue of civil rights.
However, the services and supports that should be promulgating equity, such as special
education, often insist on the need to label disability. This need may stem from a over-reliance
on a medical model of disability that highlights differences rather than similarities in the
concept of disability. One attempt at resolving the language of disability is to focus on the
individual with “people-first” language. In this workshop we will conduct several exercises to
expand our cultural and civil etiquette by considering our language and more importantly our
own thoughts and bias in relation to the concept of disability and more importantly, to specific
individuals with disabilities.
Breakout Session 3: 2:45-3:45
A) Sex, Gender, Orientation, and Discrimination: A Conceptual Analysis
Scott Davison, Professor of Philosophy
ADUC room 321
Conceptual analysis can help us to understand controversial issues by clarifying the important
concepts used in debates about them. Dr. Davison will provide non-revisionist analysis of the
concepts of sex, gender, sexual orientation, and discrimination before explaining why
discrimination on the basis of these other categories is typically unjustified.
B) Reproductive Rights after the Dobbs Decision
Dr. Bernadette Barton, Professor of Sociology and Director, Gender Studies Program
ADUC room 329
This presentation will outline the state of reproductive rights in Kentucky following the
Supreme Court decision Dobbs v. Jackson on June 24, 2022 that held the US Constitution does
not allow the right to an abortion. Dr. Barton will describe the Dobbs ruling and its impact,
situate Kentucky’s reproductive rights in a national context, explore the added vulnerabilities
pregnant women, trans men, and non-binary people face post Dobbs, contextualize the events
intersectionally, lay out the activism happening in the region on reproductive justice, and
discuss options for those facing unplanned pregnancies in Kentucky. At the conclusion of the

presentation, Dr. Barton will invite participants to ask questions, share information, process
their thoughts and feelings, and consider next steps.
C) Cultural Competence in Mental Health Care
Dr. Lynn Geurin, LCSW, Professor of Social Work; Taunya Carpenter, MSW, CSW, Trauma
Therapist, Pathways, Inc.; Megan Cox, BA, Victim Service Coordinator, Pathways, Inc.
ADUC room 311
Since the COVID-19 pandemic, mental health problems in the United States have increased by a
staggering 500% from 2019-2021 (Mental Health America, 2022). The increase in the lethality
of mental health problems is noted with elevated rates of suicide by youth (Goto, et al., 2022).
Unfortunately, evidence suggests the isolation and emotional impact of the pandemic on
mental health may be seen for some time (Centre for Suicide Prevention, 2020).
As the trend suggests, the number of mental health problems among marginalized groups have
also expanded. Quarantines resulted in unintended consequences on communities of color and
other marginalized populations (Jane Addams College of Social Work, 2020). Further,
disparities in accessing mental health care proved to be barriers for people of color (Shim,
2021; Thomeer, 2022). Globally, rates of anxiety and depression increased by 25% postpandemic with young people and women being most vulnerable (World Health Organization,
2022). Some of the populations most susceptible to mental health challenges in the postpandemic era include, racial and ethnic minorities and the LGBTQ+ community (Vadival, et al.,
2021).
In that vein, mental health care is not a one-size fits all solution, and the ability to work
competently with different cultures is critical. Cultural competence is defined as a set of skills
that enable professionals to provide services that are appropriate for diverse populations they
serve (Bhui, et al., 2007). A transcultural model for mental health care (Psychology
International, 2011) can be helpful and based on diversity, inclusion, social justice, and activism.
As discussed above, this panel discussion will present information on the prevalence of mental
health problems since the pandemic and the negative impact on the mental health of diverse
populations, provide a model and information for cultural competence, and generate a
discussion on resources and gaps in mental health services for marginalized people.
Keynote Lecture: 4:00 – 5:30, ADUC room 329
Dr. Roger Cleveland
Issues of Justice and Equity in Education
Director, Faculty Diversity and Development, Eastern Kentucky University

